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Why focus on net 
zero carbon, when 
there are so many 
other pressures?



What is in scope for our diocese?

• 182 Churches
• 45 Schools
• Cathedral
• 150 Clergy Houses
• Diocesan Office
• Work-related Travel



CofE Birmingham sources of emissions

Churches (32%)

Church Halls (4%)

Schools (44%)

Housing (16%)

Offices (>1%)

Other Buildings (4%)

Travel (>1%)

2021 data
Total 7,500 CO2e tonnes per year



CofE Routemap to Net Zero Carbon



Energy Footprint Tool

What is it?

Allows churches to find out your 
current ‘carbon footprint’ 

Churches enter previous year’s utility 
bill information

62% of CofE Birmingham churches 
submitted EFT returns in 2022



Energy Footprint Tool

Why use it?

Allows you to understand where you 
are starting from

Submitting annual returns allow you to 
see year-on-year progress

Allows diocese and national teams to 
understand the bigger picture and 
where extra support is needed



Energy Footprint Tool

How to use it?

Access through the CofE Online Parish 
Returns System

You will need your 2022 electricity and 
gas/oil bills to hand

Open until end of July 2023



Energy Footprint Tool



What Next?

Start to plan actions to reduce carbon emissions for your 
church buildings

• ‘Practical Path to Net Zero Carbon’ document

• ‘Practical suggestions to help parishes save energy and money’ 
document

• CofE ‘Net Zero Carbon’ webinar programme



Practical Path to Net Zero Carbon

A tool to identify possible actions to 
reduce church carbon emissions

Starts with relatively simple ‘quick wins’ 
that nearly all churches can benefit from

Up to bigger, more complex projects



Practical Path to Net Zero Carbon



Practical Path to Net Zero Carbon



Practical Path to Net Zero Carbon



Practical Path to Net Zero Carbon



Practical Path to Net Zero Carbon



Practical Path to Net Zero Carbon



Practical Path to Net Zero Carbon
Further Links

• Online Parish Returns Tool to complete Energy Footprint Tool 

- https://parishreturns.churchofengland.org/login

• CofE Net Zero Carbon church webpage 

- https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/churchcare/net-zero-carbon-church

• Practical suggestions to help parishes save energy and money 
- https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/PO0518%20COFE%20PRACTICAL%20SUGGESTIONS%20DOCUMENT%20%28INTERACTIVE%29%20V2%202.pdf

• Green Energy Companies and the Energy Footprint Tool 

- https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/Green%20Energy%20Companies%20and%20the%20Energy%20Footprint%20Tool%20Jan%202023.pdf

• A practical path to “net zero carbon” for our churches 
- https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/the-practical-path-to-net-zero-carbon-numbered-Jan2020.pdf

• A practical path to net zero carbon (A checklist for your church) 

- https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/PP2NZC_SelfGuidedChecklist_print_version.pdf

https://parishreturns.churchofengland.org/login
https://www.churchofengland.org/resources/churchcare/net-zero-carbon-church
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2022-11/PO0518 COFE PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS DOCUMENT %28INTERACTIVE%29 V2 2.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2023-01/Green Energy Companies and the Energy Footprint Tool Jan 2023.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/the-practical-path-to-net-zero-carbon-numbered-Jan2020.pdf
https://www.churchofengland.org/sites/default/files/2021-01/PP2NZC_SelfGuidedChecklist_print_version.pdf


Thank you

bens@cofebirmingham.com
07741 146105
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